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about 1,300 members.  About I;OOO of these live in 
Ghent. 

The Hospice  de  la  Pottcrie is a most  interesting 
place on quite  the  other  side of the town. I t  has a 
MuseuIn attached  to  it  where  there  arc many interesting 
things,  and  all  beautifully  kept.  There  are  some old 
leather  chairs  amongst  other  things, thickly studded 
with brass nails,  and every  nail is  polished to  the 
perfection of brightness.  There  is some intcresting 
old tapestry in this  hospital,  very  well  preserved, in the 
passage  leading  from  the Museum to  the  Hospital. 
The.patients  are  all old  people, most of ~11on1, I 
suppose, would be in  thc  workhouse in England. 
There  are some 600 or 700 of them,  and  they  all loolted 
so happy  and comfortable, though  the ventilation of 
the  wards  was  certainly  not up to the modern standard. 
Many of the  women were making lace or” knitting. 

Private  Nursing  in  Bruges seems to be donc  by 
Sisters  who  charge a franc  and a half a day for t p i r  
service, so that  it  would be gifficult for a “laic  to 
make a “living wage.” The  Sisters of St. Vincent de 
Paul nurse the poor in  their own homes, so that pro- 
vision seems to be made for the nursing of ,‘ all sorts 
wd conditions.” , 

There  are very  many  interesting  things to be sccn in 
Bruges, but if I mention  them  all I shall never gct on to 
pther  towns  equally interesting.’  I may  perhaps mention 
the Maison  Noir, as  I do riot think the  guide books 
generally  speak of it. It  is  just  behind  the  theatre, 
pnd is  the house in which the  notorious Duke of Alva 
lived \vhen he was in Bruges, Outside one of the 
lower.  windows  the  iron cage,  in which  the  heads of 
victims of Alva’s cruelty  were  placed for the inspection 
of the  public  after executions, is  still i n  position. The  

nncof  tbecanalsto a 1it~levillage.inHolla~~dnamedSl~is. 
There is a vcry pleasant excursion from ,Bruges up 

The.  boats  start from the  Quai  de la Potterie.  Sluis 
is a most  quaint  little place, and  is well worth a  visit. 
W e  left Bruges with  reluctance, and moved on 

to  Ghent,  which we reached  in  about half an 
hour.  by an express train. It  is certainly wise 
to spencl a few days  at  Ghent  and  visitors to this city 
will do :well to stay  with  Mademoiselle Bayct, a t  4, 
Rue de  Savaen.  It will cost  them si?  Irancs a day, and 
it  would  not be easy  to find a better  appointed house, 
or   amore  comfortable  pension. First as to thc hos- 
pitals. There is a large civil hospital of some six$ or 
seven  hundred beds. It  is  nursed by t h e  Sisters of 
St. Bernardine. Here again the Sisters were not very 
much  in evir$ence, in some of the  wards I saw a 
solitary Sister serving  dinners,  but from the opinion  I 
was able to form *in a single visit I sl~ould  say that the 
hospital was understaffed, and  that scientific nursing, 
as we understand it, is unknown. There  is a very nicc 
new  operating  theatre  being  built ancl furnislled ;It  tile 
present time, which  is  quite  up  to  date,  perhaps \’cr\rhen 
that  is  in use, scientific nursing  may be foulld to be 
a necessity also.. There  is a large  and very nice has- 
pital for aged men and xvomen, which is  nursed by 
tllc  Little  Sisters of the Poor, and  seems very  ell 
managed, everything is spotless,  and  the  wards most 
bright  and cheery. There  is 3 very pretty gardell wllich 
iscared  forby)hemore able-bodied.male  patients. There 
i s  a very nice  chapel, and  it llhs a  gallcry, so that tire 
patients in the ,  upper wards  can be easiIy carried OF 
wheeled into it and be ,present a t  the services. The 

. tnoney for the Chapel was, 1 was told, given by Some 

. .  

, house is  said  to be haunted,  and no  wonder l 
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